
A TypeScript UI Engineering Demo and Project
Hail Mary Lead Today’s Founder Picks

Recommended Reading from Tech Founders

2026-03-29

A TypeScript UI Engineering Demo and Project
Hail Mary Lead Today’s Founder Picks
By Recommended Reading from Tech Founders • March 29, 2026

Today’s clearly organic recommendations are sparse but distinct: Amjad Masad
points readers to Cheng Lou’s TypeScript text-measurement demo as a platform-
level engineering resource, while Andrew Chen endorses Project Hail Mary for
putting scientists and engineers at the center of the story.

Most compelling recommendation
Only clearly organic, non-sponsored recommendations are included below.

Amjad Masad’s share of Cheng Lou’s post is the clearest learning resource in
today’s set: it has a direct link, a concrete technical idea, and a strong explana-
tion of why this kind of work matters as AI lowers the barrier to building apps
[1].

• Title: Userland text measurement algorithm in pure TypeScript
• Content type: Video demo + technical explanation [2]
• Author/creator: Cheng Lou [1]
• Link/URL: https://x.com/_chenglou/status/2037713766205608234 [1]
• Who recommended it: Amjad Masad [1]
• Key takeaway: Masad says this is what he meant by the “1000x engi-

neer”: as AI enables more people to build apps, the best engineers can go
a layer deeper and advance the platforms themselves [1].

• Why it matters: Lou describes the work as a fast, accurate, comprehen-
sive text-measurement algorithm that can be used to lay out entire web
pages without CSS, DOM measurements, or reflow, making this recom-
mendation unusually concrete for frontend and interface builders [2].

“AI enables everyone to build apps, which leaves the best engineers
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to focus a layer deeper and do more ambitious things to advance the
platforms themselves and expand what’s possible.” [1]

Also notable
• Title: Project Hail Mary
• Content type: Book and film adaptation [3]
• Author/creator: Not named in the source material.
• Link/URL: Not provided in the source material.
• Who recommended it: Andrew Chen [3]
• Key takeaway: Chen says he re-read the book earlier in the week,

watched the adaptation, and loved it; he specifically praises it for mak-
ing scientists and engineers the heroes [3].

• Why it matters: This recommendation stands out as a cultural signal
from a tech investor: Chen is explicitly asking for more stories that put
scientific and engineering work at the center [3].

“Always love to see our scientists and engineers as heroes on the big
screen - we should have more!” [3]

Taken together, today’s authentic picks split between a deeply technical building
resource and a story-driven endorsement that celebrates technical ambition [1,
3].

Sources

1. X post by @amasad
2. X post by @_chenglou
3. X post by @andrewchen
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