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A focused resource note on an organic recommendation from OpenRouter CEO Alex Atala: an Anthropic article credited with showing why leaner system prompts can work better.
The standout: Anthropic on leaner system prompts
Title: Anthropic article on system-prompt design (exact title not supplied)
Type: Article
Creator: Anthropic
Link: No article link is given; interview context
Recommended by: Alex Atala, OpenRouter co-founder and CEO. Atala calls it a good article and says Anthropic found that removing material from the system prompt led to fewer later contradictions with user prompts and better model performance. He adds that several harnesses are deleting code to work better with the latest frontier models. [1]
Why it matters: This is a useful reading for anyone building an agent harness because it challenges the instinct to keep adding instructions. The actionable lesson is to test prompt and harness simplification against observable contradiction and performance, rather than treating a larger system prompt as automatically safer. [1]
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