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Bolivia’s rise to 100 Bitcoin-accepting locations is the clearest country-level
payment signal in this cycle, while new merchant and service-payment use cases
appear in Mozambique, Dakar, and South Africa. The brief also reviews Light-
ning’s cited cost advantages, the recurring Blink plus BTC Map onboarding
pattern, and the lack of new payment-specific regulation in the source set.

Major Adoption News
Bolivia — merchant acceptance reaches 100 locations

Bolivia reached 100 locations accepting Bitcoin. The latest post says adoption
is real, measurable, and visible on the streets, with La Paz leading but growth
now national [1]. An earlier milestone cited 33 locations before Bitcoin Pizza
Day 2025, with La Paz (13), Cochabamba (12), Santa Cruz (4), Tarija
(3), and Beni (1) [2].

“De 0 a 100, sin permisos.” [1]

Business impact: This is the clearest country-level merchant-acceptance met-
ric in the current notes. It shows Bitcoin payments moving from scattered local
acceptance to a broader street-level footprint in Bolivia [1, 2].

South Africa — Bitcoin used for parking-ticket payments

A South African example shows parking tickets being paid with Bitcoin [3, 4].
The payment flow used a MoneyBadger scan and was completed in a Blink
Lightning wallet [4].
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Business impact: The notable change is sector expansion. The cited flow
places Bitcoin inside a routine service payment, not only merchant checkout for
goods [3, 4].

Maputo, Mozambique — Olympia Chicken onboarded for Lightning
payments

Olympia Chicken in Maputo was newly onboarded to accept Bitcoin over the
Lightning Network using olympiachickenmz@blink.sv, and it was added
to BTC Map [5].

Business impact: This is a practical restaurant use case for everyday spending,
supported by both a Lightning endpoint and a public merchant listing [5].

Payment Infrastructure
Global — Lightning Enable makes an explicit merchant cost case for
Lightning

Lightning Enable described Lightning merchant payments as having <0.5%
fees, sub-cent transaction costs, instant settlement, and no minimums
[6]. In the same discussion, it said stablecoins still carry 7-12% effective costs
once on-ramps, minimums, and transaction costs are included [6].

Significance: Among this cycle’s notes, this is the clearest direct cost-and-
settlement argument for Lightning as a merchant payments rail [6].

Global — L402 is being framed as a Lightning-native rail for agentic
payments

Lightning Enable promoted L402 as trustless by design, settled on Light-
ning, and requiring no permission [7].

Significance: This expands the payments narrative beyond human checkout
into automated or API-style payment flows while keeping settlement on Light-
ning [7].

Cross-market — Blink and BTC Map remain the recurring merchant
setup

Across Bolivia, Maputo, Dakar, and several additional merchant posts, the visi-
ble pattern is a Blink Lightning address or wallet combined with public discov-
ery via BTC Map [8, 5, 9, 10, 4].

Significance: The recurring setup suggests a lightweight onboarding stack:
a Lightning payment endpoint plus a public directory that makes merchants
discoverable [8, 5, 9, 10].
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Regulatory Landscape
Africa

No new legal or regulatory changes affecting Bitcoin payments were cited in
the African notes. The evidence this cycle is operational, centered on merchant
onboarding and live Lightning payment examples in Mozambique, Dakar, and
South Africa [5, 9, 3].

Latin America

No new legal or regulatory changes affecting Bitcoin payments were cited in the
Latin American notes. The Bolivia material is focused on merchant growth and
merchant mapping rather than policy change [1, 8].

Global

The global commentary in this cycle is also commercial rather than regulatory,
focusing on Lightning cost structure and Lightning-settled payment rails [6, 7].

Usage Metrics
Hard transaction-volume data were not provided in the current notes. The
clearest measurable signals are merchant counts, geography, and repeated live-
payment examples.

• Bolivia: 100 locations now accept Bitcoin nationally. An earlier cited
milestone was 33, with La Paz (13), Cochabamba (12), Santa Cruz
(4), Tarija (3), and Beni (1) [1, 2].

• South Africa: A live example confirms Bitcoin was used to settle a
parking ticket through a MoneyBadger scan and a Blink wallet, but no
aggregate transaction figure was disclosed [3, 4].

• Maputo / Dakar: Newly listed merchants include Olympia Chicken in
Maputo and Grandsmatt in Dakar, but no transaction counts or revenue
data were cited [5, 9].

• Location not specified in the cited posts: #SPEDN demos showed
sats being used for detergent, soft drinks, an energy drink, a mo-
torcycle wash, and a Tampico drink, indicating everyday-purchase
breadth even where geography was not disclosed [11, 12, 13, 14, 15].

Emerging Markets
Maputo, Mozambique — restaurant payments

Olympia Chicken’s onboarding adds a restaurant use case in Maputo, with Light-
ning acceptance through olympiachickenmz@blink.sv and a BTC Map list-
ing [5].
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Why it matters: Restaurant acceptance is one of the clearest signs that Bit-
coin is being positioned for routine consumer spending [5].

Dakar — small-ticket beverage spending

Grandsmatt in Dakar accepts Bitcoin via Blink and is listed on BTC Map,
with the post framing the use case as “Earn sats → Buy soda” [9].

Why it matters: This is a straightforward low-ticket retail example, which
remains one of the clearest tests of payment usability [9].

South Africa — service-payment use case

South Africa adds a non-retail example: paying a parking ticket with Bitcoin
through a MoneyBadger scan and Blink wallet completion [3, 4].

Why it matters: The sector mix is broadening from shops and food vendors
into routine service payments [3, 4].

Location not specified in the cited posts — household and convenience
purchases

Additional #SPEDN merchant posts show Bitcoin being used for everyday
goods, food and drinks, and vehicle-related washing services, with mer-
chants tied to Blink addresses and BTC Map listings [16, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15].

Why it matters: Even without precise location data, the cited categories
show merchant adoption spreading into ordinary consumer purchases rather
than niche spending [16, 11, 14].

Adoption Outlook
The strongest signal this cycle is Bolivia’s move to 100 accepting locations,
which stands out as the most concrete country-level adoption metric in the notes
[1]. Outside Latin America, the flow is more granular but still meaningful: new
restaurant and beverage merchants are appearing, parking tickets can be paid
with Bitcoin in South Africa, and the recurring merchant stack is Lightning via
Blink plus discovery through BTC Map [5, 9, 3, 8].

The main constraint is still measurement. Beyond Bolivia’s count and merchant
listings, the notes provide little hard data on transaction volume or merchant
revenue. Momentum is visible in live payment execution and onboarding pat-
terns more than in formal reporting [1, 5, 9, 6].
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