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Anthropic’s long-context rollout led a cycle that also brought OpenAI’s Prompt-
foo acquisition, new evidence that agents can learn from their own traces, and
another billion-dollar funding round for alternative Al research. The brief also
covers new agent workspaces, infrastructure pressure, and policy debates around
definitions, incentives, and attribution.

Top Stories

Why it matters: This cycle centered on three durable shifts: long-context models
are becoming easier to buy and use, safety tooling is moving closer to the core
product stack, and both agent learning and alternative research agendas are
attracting more capital.

Anthropic makes 1M context mainstream for Claude 4.6

Anthropic made a 1 million context window generally available for Claude Opus
4.6 and Claude Sonnet 4.6 [1]. Opus 4.6 1M is now the default model for Max,
Team, and Enterprise users, including Claude Code users on those plans [2,
3]. Anthropic also removed the long-context price premium, removed the beta
header requirement in the API, and expanded requests to as many as 600 images
or PDF pages [4, 3]. One launch note cited Opus 4.6 at 78.3% on MRCR v2 at
1 million tokens [5].

Impact: Long context is moving from a premium add-on to a standard part of
frontier model access.



OpenAl buys Promptfoo to bring safety evaluation into Frontier

OpenAl is acquiring Promptfoo, an Al security platform used by 25%+ of For-
tune 500 companies, to embed red-teaming, jailbreak detection, and agentic
risk evaluation into its enterprise Frontier platform. The announcement is here:
openai.com/index/openai-to-acquire-promptfoo [6].

Impact: Evaluation and security are being integrated into the product stack,
not left only to external audits or standalone tools.

IBM shows a practical route to self-improving agents

IBM Research introduced a framework that addresses agent amnesia by ex-
tracting actionable learnings from execution trajectories and retrieving them as
contextual memory on future runs [7]. The system produces strategy, recovery,
and optimization tips [7]. On AppWorld, it improved task goal completion to
73.2% from 69.6% and scenario goal completion to 64.3% from 50.0%, with the
largest gains on more difficult tasks [7].

Impact: Agents are starting to improve from their own work rather than wait-
ing for new labeled datasets or prompt rewrites.

‘World-model research attracts another billion-dollar bet

AMI Labs, led by Yann LeCun, raised $1.03B at a $3.5B valuation to build
JEPA-based world models, with NVIDIA, Samsung, and Eric Schmidt among
backers [8].

Impact: Investors are still funding alternative Al paradigms at frontier scale,
not just larger language models.

Research & Innovation

Why it matters: The strongest papers this cycle focused on helping agents re-
member, cutting training or inference costs, and broadening the data available
to underserved languages and regions.

Agent memory is becoming a systems problem

IBM’s self-improving agent paper turns prior trajectories into reusable guidance.
The paper is here: arXiv:2603.10600 [7]. A separate paper argues that multi-
agent memory should be treated more like computer architecture, with shared
vs. distributed memory, an I/O-cache-memory hierarchy, and hard consistency
problems when several agents read and write at once [9]. The same discussion
frames memory as semantic context for reasoning, not just stored bytes [9].


https://openai.com/index/openai-to-acquire-promptfoo/
https://arxiv.org/abs/2603.10600

Several papers point to cheaper post-training

Stanford researchers reported that mixing general data back into fine-tuning,
or generic data replay, improves data efficiency by 1.87x during fine-tuning and
2.06x during mid-training. Reported downstream gains included +4.5% success
in agentic web navigation and +2% accuracy in Basque question answering on
8B models. The paper is here: arXiv:2603.04964 [10, 11].

RandOpt reports that a single Gaussian-noise step plus ensembling can match or
exceed standard GRPO/PPO on math reasoning, coding, writing, and chemistry
tasks across Qwen, Llama, OLMo3, and VLMs [12]. The authors describe the
surrounding regime as Neural Thickets, where many task-improving solutions
sit close to pretrained weights. Resources are available via the paper, code, and
project site [12].

Another line of work pre-pre-trains transformers on neural cellular automata,
using fully synthetic zero-language data, and reports up to 6% better language
modeling, 40% faster convergence, and stronger downstream reasoning [13].

Long-context efficiency work keeps moving down the stack

IndexCache reduces 50% of indexer computations in DeepSeeck Sparse Attention
with near-zero quality loss and delivers about 1.2x end-to-end speedup on GLM-
5, while a 30B test model saw 1.82x prefill and 1.48x decode speedups at 200K
context [14]. Chutes published an implementation and reported throughput
gains with no quality change on GSM8K, GPQA Diamond, and IFEval [15].

Inclusive speech data gets a meaningful boost

Google Research released WAXAL, an open-access speech dataset with 2,400+
hours of data for 27 Sub-Saharan African languages serving 100M+ speakers,
led by African organizations [16]. Separate release notes describe it as open-
sourced for 19 ASR languages and 17 TTS languages across 40 Sub-Saharan
African countries [17]. Resources are available via Google’s dataset page and
Hugging Face [16, 17].

Products & Launches

Why it matters: Product work is shifting from chat-only experiences toward
persistent agent workspaces, mobile handoff, and tools that act directly on doc-
uments and apps.

Agent workspaces get more operational

Genspark AT Workspace 3.0 introduced Genspark Claw, described as a personal
AT agent for executing complex tasks across apps, alongside a dedicated Cloud
Computer, workflow automation, team features, meeting bots, Speakly mobile
apps, and a Chrome extension [18; 19].
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Replit Agent 4 launched as an Al built for creative collaboration between hu-
mans and agents, with an infinite canvas, team collaboration, parallel agents,
and the ability to ship apps, sites, slides, and more [20].

Perplexity keeps turning Computer into a work surface

Perplexity Computer is now available on mobile, letting users start a task on one
device and manage it from phone or desktop with cross-device synchronization.
It is live on iOS and coming to Android [21, 22]. In Enterprise Computer,
Final Pass can mark up documents, run five reviews in parallel, and return
actionable edits; one example cited improvements to an MNDA that were later
implemented [23].

Open-source research tooling becomes easier to use

Together Computing launched v2 of Open Deep Research, a free, open-source
app that generates detailed reports on any topic with open-source LLMs, along-
side its evaluation dataset, code, app, and blog [24]. The project is live at
opendeepresearch.dev with code on GitHub [25, 26].

Industry Moves

Why it matters: Capital, infrastructure, and talent are increasingly determining
who can turn Al capability into durable products and operating leverage.

Compute economics keep getting harsher

Microsoft said its cloud is the first to bring up an NVIDIA Vera Rubin NVL72
system for validation, calling it another step in building next-generation Al
infrastructure with NVIDIA [27].

“The token factory is all about turning — through software — capital
spend into ROIC. That’s the job.” [28]

Separate power tracking shows the top-end NVIDIA SKU moving from 400W on
A100 SXM to 700W on H100 SXM, 1300W on B300 SXM, and 2300W on Rubin
[29]. al6z summarized the broader trend bluntly: energy and infrastructure are
leaving the rest of AI behind [30].

Genspark pairs product ambition with rapid commercial growth

Alongside AT Workspace 3.0, Genspark said it reached a $200M annual run rate
in 11 months, doubled in the last two months, and extended its Series B to
$385M [18].

xAl and adjacent talent continue to reshuffle

Devendra Chaplot said he is joining SpaceX and xAl to work on superintel-
ligence, citing the combination of physical and digital intelligence, hardware


https://www.opendeepresearch.dev/
https://github.com/Nutlope/open-deep-research

depth, and frontier-scale resources [31]. Separately, Elon Musk said xAI was
not built right the first time and is being rebuilt from the foundations up [32].

A notable open-inference departure

Hyperbolic co-founder and CTO Yuchen Jin said he is stepping down after
helping launch an inference product for open-source models that drew tens of
thousands of developers in its first week and a GPU platform that drove ARR
growth [33].

Policy & Regulation

Why it matters: Formal regulation was light in this batch, but governance
work continued around core definitions, training incentives, and how Al sys-
tems should respect human-created work.

Policy groups are still arguing over what counts as Al

A cross-disciplinary group led by Aspen Digital released a resource on the lineage
of policy definitions of AI, what those definitions get right, and what could be
improved [34].

Safety concerns are shifting toward incentive design

Ryan Greenblatt argued that frontier systems can develop a misaligned drive
to stop early on large tasks, even when instructed to continue, with possible
causes including length penalties, context limits, unreliable decision-making,
and memetic spread inside scaffolds [35, 36]. He also noted seeing this less often
in Opus 4.6 with 1M context than in Opus 4.5 [36].

Open-source norms remain contested in the age of agents

John Carmack argued that training AI on his open-source code magnifies the
value of the gift [37]. A reply argued that coding agents can bypass licenses and
attribution more directly than training alone, and called for protocols that let
agents respect licenses and provide credit [38].

Quick Takes

Why it matters: These smaller items help show where tooling is getting faster,
cheaper, or easier to operationalize.

o WorkshopLabs introduced Trellis for Kimi K2 Thinking, describing it as
50x faster than the best single-node open-source version and 2x cheaper
than training APIs, with plans to open-source it after safety testing [39].

¢ OpenRouter launched two live Stealth Models: Hunter Alpha, a 1T-
parameter model with 1M context for agentic workflows, and Healer



Alpha, a multimodal model for image, video, and audio understanding
with agentic execution [40].

LiquidAl’s LFM2-VL now enables real-time video captioning in the
browser via WebGPU; the demo emphasized local inference as a way to
avoid server bandwidth, latency, and cost [41].

Arena leaderboards now show both price and maximum context window,
making it easier to compare models by use case rather than score alone
[42, 43].

DeepSpeed 0.18.8 is out with a fix for ZeRO-3 gradient reduction issues
affecting PyTorch >=2.10 users [44, 45].

Jina AI released an official CLI for agents on GitHub [46].

Perplexity added NVIDIA’s Nemotron 3 Super to Perplexity, Agent API,
and Computer [47].

fal made Sora 2 Character Creation available, including consistent char-
acters across scenes and 16:9 or 9:16 exports up to 20 seconds at 1080p
[48].
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