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This brief tracks a cluster of concrete Lightning and Fedi spending reports across
Southern African communities, a new Bitcoin produce-business signal in El
Salvador, and continuing BTCPay incident response. It separates direct-use
evidence from directory listings and notes the lack of aggregate payment-scale
data.

Major Adoption News
Concrete spending signals clustered around ordinary food and grocery
commerce. Bitcoin Sisonke labeled a transaction as “a purchase powered by
Lightning,” supplied the Blink address Mrwebisimphiwe@blink.sv, and linked
a BTC Map record; that record identifies T-Junction fast food in Randfontein
and shows Lightning acceptance. [1, 2] BTC Shule likewise reported a biscuit
paid with Fedi, alongside a Blink address and BTC Map listing. The linked
Kwa Innocent record shows Lightning acceptance but is marked as needing a
survey, and it does not provide a street location. [3, 4]

Bitcoin Victoria Falls posted two spending-use entries: one described using
Bitcoin as everyday money at Fai’s Kiosk, whose linked record places it on
Mokambo Road in Livingstone; another described using Bitcoin at a local mar-
ket, while the linked Andrews Grocery record identifies City Market in Living-
stone and shows both Lightning and BTC acceptance. [5, 6, 7, 8] Bitcoin Karoo
made a similar paid-goods claim for Doornkraal Padstal; its linked record places
the business on Stompdriftdam Road in De Rust and shows both Lightning and
BTC acceptance. [9, 10]

Berlín, El Salvador added a new produce-retail onboarding signal.
Bitcoin Berlín SV welcomed La Estación de Frutas y Verduras as a new Bitcoin
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business in the town. The post does not state a payment processor, transaction,
or usage measure, so it is best treated as merchant onboarding rather than
completed-use evidence. [11]

Payment Infrastructure
The period’s practical integration pattern was lightweight rather than
a new processor launch: community posts paired Blink payment addresses
with Lightning acceptance and BTC Map listings, while the BTC Shule exam-
ple said the purchase was made through Fedi. Sisonke described its Lightning
purchase as “easy and instant,” which is an attributed user-facing claim rather
than an independently measured performance result. [1, 3]

BTCPay Server’s security response remained active. A current-period
post reported “further drains” and urged operators who had not updated to
do so. [12] BTCPay’s response also asked affected users to send information
to security@btcpayserver.org, with the on-chain addresses receiving stolen
funds described as especially useful; a follow-up repeated that request. [13, 14]
The infrastructure story this period was therefore continued incident triage and
operator remediation, not a newly reported payment capability.

Regulatory Landscape
No substantiated country-specific legal-tender, tax, licensing, or transaction-rule
change appeared in the payment-focused material reviewed for this period. The
actionable change surfaced was operational security: BTCPay posts focused on
updates, reported drains, and forensic information gathering. [12, 13]

Usage Metrics
The available usage evidence is event-level rather than statistical: one post
explicitly labels a Lightning purchase, another says a biscuit was paid with Fedi,
Victoria Falls supplies two spending-use posts, and Karoo describes fresh goods
paid with Bitcoin. [1, 3, 5, 7, 9] None of these posts states a payment amount,
sat volume, aggregate settlement count, unique-payer count, or repeat-use rate,
so they cannot support an adoption-rate estimate.

The linked directory records also show why merchant-listing totals should not
be treated as active-usage metrics. The Kwa Innocent entry is explicitly flagged
for survey, while Fai’s Kiosk has a location record but no Accepts section or
payment icon in the supplied page. [4, 6]

Emerging Markets
The clearest emerging-market pattern is expansion into small, everyday venues:
fast food in Randfontein, grocery and market commerce in Livingstone, and a
roadside padstal in De Rust, with the records showing a mix of Lightning-only
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and dual Lightning/BTC acceptance. [2, 8, 10] This is a broader sector signal
than a single tourism or education announcement, but the evidence still consists
of community-reported transactions and merchant listings rather than measured
throughput.

El Salvador adds a separate grocery-sector signal through La Estación de Frutas
y Verduras in Berlín. [11] The BTC Shule example extends the same local-retail
pattern, although its linked record identifies the community and payment rail
without supplying a geographic address, limiting country-level comparison. [4]

Adoption Outlook
This period strengthens the case for breadth of grassroots Bitcoin use: multiple
posts describe or present payment activity across Randfontein, Livingstone, De
Rust, and the BTC Shule community, while Berlín adds a new produce-business
signal. [1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11] The counter-signal is that BTCPay operators were
still handling drain reports and collecting destination addresses from affected
users. [12, 13] The defensible conclusion is expanding payment experimentation
with unresolved measurement and operational-security risk—not yet measured
payment scale or repeat adoption.
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