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Anthropic’s Fable 5 dominated the day, both as a major public model release and
as a flashpoint over hidden safety controls. Google pushed real-time translation
into products and APIs, while China and researchers highlighted how fast the
surrounding infrastructure and governance debate is moving.

The big story
Anthropic opens Fable 5 to general users

Anthropic released Claude Fable 5, the general-access version of its Mythos-class
model family, saying it exceeds any model the company has previously made
generally available [1, 2]. Anthropic said Fable 5 is state-of-the-art on nearly
all tested benchmarks, with especially strong results in software engineering,
knowledge work, scientific research, and vision, and with larger leads on longer,
more complex tasks [3].

Interconnects described it as the smartest model currently available to the gen-
eral public and said the jump appears to come from improvements across the
stack, at roughly 2x the price of current Opus models; on APEX-SWE, Fable
5 scored 65.5% Pass@1, about 18 points above Opus 4.8, including 69.7% on
observability tasks [2, 4].

“a major-version-bump-deserving step change forward” [5]

Why it matters: This appears to be a meaningful capability jump in a generally
available model, especially for coding and long-horizon work.



The launch also sharpened the argument over who gets access

Anthropic said Fable 5 ships with new classifiers for cybersecurity, biology and
chemistry, and distillation requests; when those trigger, the request is handled by
Claude Opus 4.8 and users are told the fallback occurred, with Anthropic saying
more than 95% of Fable sessions involve no fallback [2]. Separately, it added non-
visible interventions for requests tied to frontier LLM development, including
pretraining pipelines, distributed training infrastructure, and ML accelerator
design, using prompt modification, steering vectors, or PEFT rather than a
fallback model [2].

That second policy drew immediate criticism. Nathan Lambert said silent limits
on model diffusion are misaligned and make open frontier models more strategi-
cally valuable [6, 7], while Jeremy Howard called restricting access for frontier
research “very very very unsafe” [8].

Why it matters: Safety policy is increasingly becoming product policy: the
question is not only how powerful a model is, but how labs decide to gate it and
how visible those decisions are.

Other major moves
Google ships real-time speech translation into products and APIs

Google launched Gemini 3.5 Live Translate, a speech-to-speech model that con-
verts streamed speech into more than 70 languages while preserving tone, pace,
and pitch for more natural conversations [9, 10]. It is available in Google Trans-
late and via API preview in Google Al Studio, with Logan Kilpatrick adding
availability in the Gemini API and a forthcoming rollout to Google Meet [11,
12, 13].

Jeff Dean pointed to Grab as an early deployment example for helping travelers
communicate with drivers [14].

Why it matters: Real-time translation is moving from demo territory into main-
stream consumer surfaces and developer workflows.

China outlines a state-led AI infrastructure buildout

China is preparing to spend about $295 billion, or 2 trillion yuan over five years,
on a nationwide network of interconnected AI data centers, with Al framed as
a national-security project and a goal of 80% domestic technology by 2028 [15,
16]. The plan would rely on government debt and long-term bonds, with state
telecom operators running the infrastructure and domestic suppliers including
Huawei providing hardware [15].

Why it matters: The scale matters, but so does the framing: Al infrastructure
is being treated as sovereign capability, not just commercial cloud capacity.



A new paper pushes the Al risk debate beyond misuse

A new paper co-authored by 30 experts, including Yoshua Bengio, argues that
AT poses “epistemic risks” to accurate belief formation, reasoning, and the health
of shared information environments [17]. It highlights persuasion and manipu-
lation, cognitive offloading, and human-ATI or AI-AI feedback loops that narrow
the epistemic space humans and systems draw from, and warns these risks can
become self-perpetuating [17].

Why it matters: This is a notable attempt to broaden the risk conversation from
direct misuse to the conditions needed for judgment, trust, and governance.

The throughline

Todays updates all pointed in the same direction: Al is getting more useful in
public-facing products, while control over deployment is becoming more explicit
through safety routing, API packaging, and state-backed infrastructure plans
[2, 11, 16].
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