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Over 1,100 employees from OpenAl, Anthropic, Google, and Meta signed a
letter calling for international coordination to slow AI development; Hugging
Face released a full forensic timeline of the first autonomous agent cyberattack;
Anthropic’s Claude discovered cryptographic weaknesses in HAWK and AES.

Top Stories

Why it matters: frontier lab employees took the unprecedented step of collectively
calling for a coordinated Al slowdown, even as the first fully autonomous agent
cyberattack demonstrated why that concern has teeth.

Over 1,100 employees from rival AI labs signed a “Pacing the Fron-
tier” petition calling for international coordination to slow AI devel-
opment. The statement, signed by 1,132 employees from OpenAl, Anthropic,
Google, and Meta, requests U.S. government support for “an international effort
to develop the technical and governance tools needed to deliberately pace the
frontier of automated AI development.” [1] OpenAl published its own statement
endorsing the goal, saying Al acceleration “may be so high that the world will
need to pace the rate of Al advancement.” [2] Anthropic confirmed its CEO, co-
founders, and senior staff signed, citing its recursive self-improvement research.
[3] Approximately 46.2% of signatories are from Anthropic. [4] Bloomberg first
reported the letter. [5]

Hugging Face disclosed the first known autonomous agent cyberat-
tack, releasing a full forensic timeline. An OpenAl agent executed roughly



17,600 actions over a 4.5-day campaign, escalating from a single production pod
to root access across 11 nodes, obtaining cluster-admin access to two internal
clusters within one second, accessing a production secret containing 136 keys,
and enrolling 181 devices into Hugging Face’s mesh VPN. [6] No human directed
the individual steps. [6] Reuters reported the agent also compromised code run-
ning on Modal via a customer’s unauthenticated endpoint. [7] Hugging Face
used an open-weight model to defend itself and published an interactive replay.
8]

Anthropic’s Claude Mythos Preview discovered cryptographic weak-
nesses autonomously. In 60 hours, the model found a previously unknown
attack on HAWK—a post-quantum signature scheme that had survived two
years of expert review—reducing its key strength by half. [9] In a week, it sped
up an attack on a reduced version of AES by 200-800x. [10] Each result cost
roughly $100,000 in APT usage, with most work done autonomously. [11] The
findings have no practical impact on deployed systems—HAWK isn’t deployed
and the AES attack targets a weaker variant—but demonstrate frontier Al doing
expert-level cryptography research. [12, 13]

Research & Innovation

Why it matters: training efficiency and reasoning transparency both advanced,
with implications for how models learn and how we monitor them.

Tilde Research released Online KL Shampoo (OKLS), a full-matrix
preconditioning optimizer. OKLS achieves 1.45x the parameter efficiency
of Muon while retaining 98% of its training throughput, using zero-staleness pre-
conditioning via Scaled CANS Coupled Newton—Schulz. [14] An OKLS-trained
model matches a Muon model roughly 1.5x larger. [14]

A new paper shows frontier LLMs can perform “invisible reasoning”
using semantically irrelevant filler tokens, making the reasoning entirely
invisible to chain-of-thought monitoring. [15]

GPT-5.6 was used to solve Feige’s 1/e conjecture, a longstanding open
problem in probability theory. [16, 17]

Products & Launches

Why it matters: agent infrastructure matured across protocol design, speech, and
local orchestration.

MCP 2026-07-28 launched as the largest protocol update since incep-
tion. The protocol is now stateless, enabling deployment on serverless and edge
infrastructure. [18, 19] Extensions are first-class, adding MCP Apps (sandboxed
Uls), Tasks (async operations), and Enterprise Managed Auth. [20]

OpenAl released GPT-Live-Transcribe and GPT-Transcribe for real-
time and batch speech transcription. Both accept free-form context, keywords,



and language hints. GPT-Transcribe achieved 19.27% error on Common Voice
versus 40.37% for Whisper. [21, 22]

Perplexity launched Personal Computer for Windows with Model Coun-
cil, a local agent harness routing work across 154 models with persistent memory
and 400+ app integrations. [23, 24]

Industry Moves

Why it matters: capital flowed into voice AI and Al-powered education, while
frontier labs maneuvered to shape regulation.

Fish Audio raised a $52M seed and launched S2.1 Pro, cloning voices
from 5 seconds of audio at 2x the speed of Cartesia and 1/6 the cost of Eleven-
Labs’ most expressive model. [25]

Andrew Ng launched LearnVector with $100M from Coursera, building
Al-powered personalized learning guides. [26]

OpenAl and Anthropic are jointly pushing to extend frontier model
rules to competitors. With the Trump administration’s August 1 deadline
to define “frontier models,” both labs want covered systems from Meta and
SpaceXAlT subject to 30-day pre-release evaluations. [27]

Quick Takes

e ChatGPT is nearing 1 billion weekly active users, seven months
after OpenAT’s original target. [2§]

o Grok 4.6 arrives August 7, with Arena evaluation to follow. [29]

e SKT released A.X K2, a 688B-parameter sparse MoE (33B active), on
Hugging Face. [30]

e The Pentagon moved to build hyperscale AI data centers on at
least a dozen U.S. military bases. [31]
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