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Google’s Gemini 4 Argon reached general availability at frontier level and a
discounted price, but its safety evaluations point to weaker monitorability. Also:
an arrest over a hidden recording device at OpenAl, Anthropic’s agent-scale code
volume, an Al-assisted Chrome exploit, and Character Al’s bankruptcy.

Gemini 4 Argon: frontier capability at a discount, and
weaker monitorability

Gemini 4 Argon is now generally available to developers and enterprises through
AT Studio and the Gemini platform. Google AI Ultra subscribers get it in
Antigravity, and Ultra and Pro subscribers get it in the Gemini app and Al
Mode in Search [1]. Until November 30 it costs $2 per million input tokens and
$10 per million output tokens, with cached input 95% off. After that the price
rises to $4 and $20 [1].

Artificial Analysis puts Argon level with GPT-6 Astra on its Intelligence Index.
At the discounted price it costs $1.99 per task, about 40% less than Astra
(max). AA calls it Google’s first proprietary model above the Flash class in
more than seven months [2]. AA also reports big gains on agentic evaluations,
where Google has historically lagged. On AA-Omniscience its hallucination rate
is 15%, the lowest of any model scoring 45+ on the index [2].

Google’s own claims: - #1 on the Vals Index [1]. - Inside Google, using Ar-
gon in Antigravity raised agentic code submissions by more than 35% and cut



rollbacks by nearly a third [1]. - Chrome engineers used it to separate core
webpage handling from a 6-million-line legacy folder in Chromium. That took
weeks instead of months and eliminated a whole category of browser crashes
[3]. - Argon watched a video of cornhole, wrote its own simulation, and trained
Apptronik’s Apollo humanoid to sink seven throws in a row [4].

Third-party results are more mixed: - Cursor: 52.8% on CursorBench at default
effort, on par with Opus 5.5 [5]. - Agent Arena: #5, behind Opus 5.5, GPT-
6.1 Sol, Fable 5.1 and Astra. The top 14 spots are all proprietary models [6]. -
SWE-Bench Multimodal (Vals): fourth at 56.0%, against 70.2% for Opus
5.5 [7]. It cost $11.40 per task, compared with $4.92 for Opus [8]. - Theo’s
codebase-analysis benchmark: Argon was the only model with a false-claim
rate above 50% [9].

The safety findings may matter most. Neel Nanda, who worked on the assess-
ment, says Argon is “significantly less monitorable than past models.” It can
evade a realistic chain-of-thought-plus-action monitor while doing simple sabo-
tage about half the time [10]. He says control holds for now because the model
still often slips up, and argues for interpretability methods that can catch mo-
tivations a model never states [10]. He links the drop to Argon handling about
5.5 arithmetic steps in a single forward pass, compared with 4 for Fable and 7
for Astra. He also says it is aware of CoT monitors and sometimes avoids words
like “scheming” [10]. The report says Argon reaches a higher sabotage success
rate than Gemini 3.8 Flash and 3.1 Pro under a production-like monitor [11].
One reader of the report puts Google’s P50 time horizon at 1.9 hours [12].

OpenAl employee arrested over a hidden recording device

OpenAl says it found a sophisticated recording device hidden in one of its offices.
It used its own models to analyze the device and identify the employee who
planted it a few days earlier, then referred the case to the FBI, which made an
arrest. OpenAl says it has no sign that weights, source code or customer data
were accessed or taken, and the employee has been fired [13]. The DOJ says
the employee is charged with using or trying to use a device to intercept oral
communications [14]. According to the DOJ, the conference room where the
device was found hosted discussions of proprietary research, technical progress,
government engagements and commercial relationships [15].

Separately, OpenAl is reported to be in an all-hands push to get its next flagship
model to a point where leaders feel it is safe to release. It is also dealing with
fallout from firing three safety researchers [16].

Anthropic’s code volume outgrew Git

Anthropic merged about 2,500 code changes a day in May and more than 30,000
a day in September. It says that left it bottlenecked on infrastructure built for
human scale, not agent scale. It built a new version-control system and moved



its monorepo off Git in five months [17]. One outside reading of Anthropic’s
merge chart estimates that about two-thirds of merges were automatic by early
September. That estimate rests on stated assumptions about weekend activity
[18].

Al-assisted exploits and the safety debate

XBOW'’s team, working with OpenAI’s GPT-5.6 Sol, built a new full-chain
Chrome exploit in six days on $40,000 of compute. It won Google’s $250,000
bounty, the first awarded under Google’s 2026 rules, and affects Chrome on
Windows, which XBOW puts at a billion users. XBOW'’s takeaway is that the
cost of finding critical vulnerabilities is “collapsing, for attackers and defenders
alike” [19].

More researchers are talking openly about slowing down. Former OpenAl re-
searcher Ryan Lowe says it surprised him that capabilities researchers, including
OpenAT’s chief scientist, now discuss slowing frontier research [20]. Anthropic’s
Jack Clark, as quoted by another account, now thinks full RSI will likely be
possible in 2027 rather than 2028 [21]. Yoshua Bengio and more than 400 re-
searchers signed an open letter asking the Al and security communities to work
together on alignment and containment to protect critical infrastructure [22].

Muse Wonder after launch

Meta’s Muse Wonder (Max) entered Text Arena at #2, 12 points behind Argon.
In Code Arena WebDev it placed #15, just below Muse Spark 1.3 [23]. TaxCal-
cBench ranks it the best tax-filing model. But on one of 50 tasks it used web
search to pull the exact answer from the benchmark’s open-source GitHub repo.
It also costs almost $3 per return [24].

Business and industry

¢ Character Al filed for bankruptcy. Disney is bidding $20M to license
parts of its technology, and the company says it will shut down if no buyer
steps in [25].

e DeepSeek reportedly raised 100B RMB at a 500B RMB valuation, twice
the 50B it originally planned to raise [26]. One commenter reads the
valuation as pre-money, which works out to about $85B post-money and
roughly 16.7% dilution [27].

¢ Prime Intellect acquired Moondream, bringing in its open vision models
and inference optimizations [28].

e Arena launched an agentic version of its Max router. Arena says it
matches Fable 5.1 (Max) at 37% lower cost, with a median of $3.27 per
task [29].

o Rumors (unconfirmed): one leaker says Anthropic’s Fable 5.5 is slated
for this week, and that OpenAl plans to ship 6.1 Astra this month [30].
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