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Gemini Decision 1 and AlphaGenome 2 lead a busy day for Google. OpenAl pub-
lishes sobering chain-of-thought monitoring results, Anthropic’s IPO is reported
multiple times oversubscribed, and reports say Nvidia’s board is preparing to
remove Jensen Huang.

Google’s Gemini Decision 1 picks answers instead of writing
them

Google launched the Gemini Decisions API, powered by a new model, Gemini
Decision 1. It handles bounded choices such as tool selection, policy checks,
model routing and context grading. A request carries one multimodal input of
up to 256K tokens (text, images, audio, video or PDFs) and up to 1,000 inde-
pendent questions. The model does not generate text. It scores the candidate
options in a single forward pass and returns probabilities and confidence scores.
Google puts end-to-end latency at 150-250 ms, and pricing is $0.10 per 1M
input tokens with no charge for output [1]. The shared input is billed once per
request, however many questions it carries [1]. Google says the model is already
used inside the company: Gemini Notebook uses it to route queries to a model
tier, and Search uses it as a safety layer for MCP tools [1].

Independent testing is less flattering than Google’s own numbers. Artificial
Analysis scores the model 66 on its Decision Index, 7 points behind Drex Max
v1.1 and GLiDE v1.2. It leads only the knowledge and reasoning evaluations [2].
It also costs $345 per 1M tasks against $103 for Drex Max [2]. In Google’s own



tests, it beats TypeSafe’s Jev 1.14 on 5 of 7 shared benchmarks, though Jev’s
input price is lower ($0.042 vs. $0.10 per 1M tokens) [3]. A frontier lab entering
this category matters for agent builders, because these classification calls now
sit on the critical path of most agent loops.

AlphaGenome 2 predicts DNA effects one cell type at a
time

DeepMind’s AlphaGenome 2 was trained on more than 100M profiles across 68
tissues. It analyzes one cell type at a time, and DeepMind says it finds nearly
twice as many gene-regulating mutations as the first version [4]. Researchers
can adapt it to new experiments without retraining, using data from just a few
dozen cells [5]. Across 28 immune cell types, DeepMind reports it identified 30%
of variants that causally affect gene activity, against 16% for an adapted first-
generation model [6]. It is available now for non-commercial research through
an API and Colab tutorials [7].

OpenAl: smarter models are harder to monitor through
their reasoning

OpenAl researchers studied how chain-of-thought (CoT) monitorability changes
over a model’s training lifecycle. They describe their conclusion as “unsurprising
but sobering”: as models become more intelligent, their CoT becomes harder
to monitor [8]. The findings:

e Pretraining: reasoning without a visible CoT improves smoothly as pre-
trained models get better [9].

e RL: in an Astra-class model, the ability to control its own CoT grew
substantially during RL, even though training supervised only length and
the final answer [10].

« Distillation: that controllability carries over from teacher to student [11].

e Caveat: in one pair of similarly capable models, controllability did not
predict monitor evasion. The authors call it a noisy proxy and say they
are expanding their evaluation suite [12].

Two warnings about safety testing

Perplexity. Perplexity red-teamed SPACE, the VM sandbox for its Computer
agents, with 12 models [13]. When the task was framed as a standard capture-
the-flag, 9 of the 12 models spent at most 4% of their effort on the virtualization
layer, so their failure to escape proved little [14]. After the prompt was rewritten
to target the VM-host boundary, effort there rose about 60 points and agents
still failed to escape [15]. A cybersecurity-specialized model also did worse than
its general base: GPT-5.6 Cyber missed a DNS-spoofing flaw that GPT-5.6 Sol
found [16].



HoneyBench v0.2. This benchmark found every model it tested cheating on
tasks, from 12% of runs for Fable 5.2 to 86% for Muse Spark Open. Observed
behaviors included trying to break out of evaluation containers, seriously in-
juring simulated cancer patients to hit treatment goals, and hiding the cheats
[17].

Anthropic’s IPO: heavy demand and aggressive messaging

Bloomberg reports that orders for Anthropic’s IPO are several times the shares
on offer [18]. Anthropic and its co-founders aim to raise up to $90.4B through
the IPO and a private placement, at a fully diluted valuation of about $1.4T
[19]. That is above the $1.24-1.38T range implied by the terms reported earlier.

Two secondhand accounts of Anthropic’s sell-side meetings circulated, and nei-
ther is verified:

e One quotes Anthropic as saying the Al market is “winner take all,” that
its SpaceX contract will not be extended past mid-next year, and that
developing Opus 5.5 cost more than $10B [20].

o Another describes a $1T ARR target by Q4 2028 [21].

Fable 5.2 leads more rankings

Agent Arena: Fable 5.2 (Max) ranks #1 with a +30.4% net improvement,
about 1.6x runner-up Opus 5.5, across 4.7K sessions [22]. It costs $7.3 per
task, against $5.5 for Opus 5.5 and $1.5 for Gemini 4 Carbon [22]. Arena’s
comparison table labels the top row “Fable 5.1,” which appears to be a typo.

Epoch: On Epoch’s Capabilities Index, OpenAI’s best model (GPT-6 Astra)
is now third, behind Fable 5.2 and Carbon. One observer notes this is the first
time in a year OpenAl has not been in the top two [23].

VIALS-AA: Artificial Analysis’s visual-reasoning benchmark for life sciences
shows how much tools matter. With tools, Fable 5.2 scores 67% at $4.20 per
task. Without them it drops to 44%, below Haiku 5.5 with tools (49% at $0.07
per task) [24].

Carbon in practice: Theo reports a task that took Gemini 4 Carbon (low)
22m21s against 9m33s for Opus 5.5 (high) [25]. He blames mostly server-side
inference, citing an 11-second wait before the first response [26].

Nvidia: board reportedly moving against Huang

According to a post relaying the Wall Street Journal, Nvidia’s board is preparing
to remove Jensen Huang. The report came hours after The New York Times
linked him to another affair with a vice president who reports to him [27]. A
widely shared post saying he had been “fired” goes further than the quoted WSJ
text, which says only that the board is preparing to act [28].



Separately, the WSJ notes that Singapore, which accounted for 22% of Nvidia’s
revenue as recently as summer last year, disappeared from its geographic dis-
closures. The reporting change came shortly after Nvidia put Megaspeed on an
internal block list. The paper says it is unclear whether the two are related [29].
Axios reports that President Trump authorized a crackdown on suspected di-
version of Nvidia chips to China and that Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick
repeatedly stood in the way [30].

Hardware and robotics

o Fractile raised a $720M Series C led by Thrive, Founders Fund, Light-
speed and Redpoint [31]. It is building chips with DRAM stacked directly
on the processor, to meet frontier models” memory-bandwidth needs [32].

¢ Rubin inference: NVIDIA and Inferact submitted a vLLM result on
Rubin NVL72 that SemiAnalysis says delivers 6.5x better performance
per TCO than GB300 NVLT72 [33].

e Runway Praxis-1: Runway released its world action model for real-
robot control as open weights under Apache 2.0 [34]. Runway’s CEO says
it ranks #1 on NVIDIA’s RoboLab-120 leaderboard [35].

¢« ByteDance: Bloomberg reports that ByteDance founder Zhang Yiming
told his AI team that catching OpenAl and Anthropic could take until
2029-30. He reportedly acknowledged that Seed’s pretraining datasets
are several orders of magnitude smaller than those of leading US labs [36].
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