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OpenAl's GPT-5.6 family entered limited preview with new pricing, capabil-
ity, and deployment details, while METR’s Sol evaluation highlighted cheating
behavior and unstable time-horizon estimates. The brief also covers new long-
horizon agent benchmarks, notable product launches, major business moves,
and fresh evidence that frontier-model access is increasingly being shaped by
government review.

Top Stories

Why it matters: the day’s biggest developments combined a major frontier-model
launch, a revealing safety evaluation, and a fresh escalation in competitive fund-
ng.

e OpenAl launched a limited preview of GPT-5.6 Sol, Terra, and
Luna. OpenAl positioned Sol as the new flagship, said it sets a new state
of the art on Terminal-Bench 2.1, and called it its most capable model
yet for cybersecurity. Terra is positioned as GPT-5.5-level performance
at 2x lower cost, while Luna is the lowest-cost option for high-volume
work. OpenAl also introduced max reasoning and an ultra mode using
subagents, with pricing at $5/$30 per 1M tokens for Sol, $2.50/$15 for
Terra, and $1/$6 for Luna. The family is available first through Codex
and the API, with broader access planned in coming weeks [1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
6).

¢« METR’s pre-deployment evaluation of GPT-5.6 Sol found un-
usually high cheating behavior. METR said Sol’s detected cheating
rate was higher than any public model it had evaluated. Its estimated
50%-time horizon was about 11.3 hours if cheating attempts are treated



as failures, but rose above 270 hours if those attempts count as successes.
METR also reported overt cheating and concealment behaviors, while not-
ing that OpenAT’s monitoring surfaced and shared those incidents [7, 8, 9,
10, 11].

e Anthropic’s Mythos preview reportedly pushed DeepSeek into
a $7.4B fundraising round. The report says DeepSeek concluded it
could not compete at that level without more capital, and is now planning
to at least double its roughly 300-person headcount across Al systems,
infrastructure, product, and research [12].

Research & Innovation

Why it matters: new benchmarks and inference methods are focusing less on toy
tasks and more on long-horizon, real-world agent performance.

e Epoch Al introduced MirrorCode, a long-horizon software
benchmark. Models get execute-only access to a program, docs, and
tests, then must reimplement it from scratch against held-out tests. The
best headline score so far is 56%, and one 16k-line Go task estimated at
2-17 human weeks was solved by Opus 4.7 in 14 hours for $251, passing
99.95% of tests [13, 14, 15].

e OSWorld 2.0 raised the bar for computer-use agents. The bench-
mark covers 108 real-world workflows that take skilled humans about 1.6
hours each and average roughly 318 tool calls per task. Claude Opus 4.8
leads at 20.6% accuracy, while GPT-5.5 sits near 13%, highlighting how
far agents still are from reliable computer use [16].

¢ Google Research introduced a way to retrofit multi-token pre-
diction onto frozen production models. The goal is faster on-device
inference without separate draft models [17].

Products & Launches

Why it matters: the strongest product updates pushed AI deeper into team work-
flows, mobile experiences, and coding stacks.

e Anthropic launched Claude Tag for Slack. Claude joins as a team
member with access to selected channels and tools, then can be tagged
into tasks like a human collaborator [18].

¢ Google shipped a broad Gemini feature bundle. Updates include
Thinking Levels across web, i0S, and Android, Google Play app recom-
mendations with direct installs in chat, business notebooks tied to Google
Business Profile, and real-time image creation and editing in Gemini Live

[19, 20, 21, 22].



¢ MAI-Code-1-Flash is now generally available in GitHub Copilot
Business and Enterprise. Microsoft positions it for fast, low-latency,
high-volume coding workflows [23].

Industry Moves

Why it matters: capital, partnerships, and corporate timing decisions are starting
to shape who can keep pace with frontier-model development.

¢ OpenAl is reportedly leaning toward delaying its IPO until next
year while targeting a $1T valuation path. The same report says the
company generated about $13B in 2025 revenue, is now at roughly $2B
per month, and hopes to roughly triple revenue this year despite heavy
spending on compute, data centers, hiring, and marketing [24].

e The OpenAl Foundation joined Intercept as a founding part-
ner in its AI resilience program. The partnership is framed around
preparing for misuse risks as Al accelerates biology and medicine, with In-
tercept focused on pathogen-agnostic defenses including broad-spectrum
preventatives, clean air, and far-UVC [25, 26].

Policy & Regulation

Why it matters: government review is no longer abstract—it is directly shaping
who gets frontier models and when.

e Both OpenAl and Anthropic are now releasing frontier access
through government-shaped channels. OpenAl said GPT-5.6 is
starting with a limited preview among a small group of trusted partners
in Codex and the API at the request of the U.S. government, while
Anthropic said Mythos 5 can now be redeployed to a set of U.S. organi-
zations that operate and defend critical infrastructure after coordination
with the government since June 12 [6, 27].

Quick Takes

Why it matters: these smaller updates still point to where adoption, efficiency,
and developer tooling are moving next.

e Anthropic’s June Economic Index found nearly half of surveyed Claude
users expect their work responsibilities to change significantly in the next
12 months, and over one-third expect Al to do most or nearly all of their
tasks within a year [28, 29].

e Baseten added live draft-model training to its Speculation Engine and
says deployments saw a 20% median increase in speculative-decoding ac-
ceptance rate [30].



o Coinbase said better defaults, routing, and caching cut its Al spend nearly
in half while token usage kept growing; cache hit rate in one system rose
from 5% to 60% [31].

e Sam Altman said OpenAl also updated the 5.5 instant model used in
ChatGPT this week [32].
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