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This brief covers grassroots Bitcoin payment growth in South Africa, Bolivia,
Zambia, and Nigeria, alongside Lightning Enable’s push to extend Lightning
into API and agent commerce through L402. Bolivia provides the clearest metric
with 100 accepting locations, while no new regulatory changes appear in the
current notes.

Major Adoption News
South Africa — Karoo merchants add everyday and travel-linked pay-
ment options

Ray’s Coffee, described as a stop for travelers coming through Meiringspoort
Pass, accepts bitcoin and publishes Rays@blink.sv with a BTC Map listing [1].
Deli Nouvelle Saison, a village deli in the Karoo, is also accepting bitcoin and
lists Nouvellesaison@blink.sv on BTC Map [2].

Business impact: The cited use cases are ordinary consumer purchases in a
village setting and on a travel corridor, which are strong tests of routine payment
usability.

Bolivia — Oruro adds its first bitcoin-accepting business

Posts from Bolivia celebrate the country’s 100th place accepting bitcoin and say
the influence of @kerikitokafe was crucial: an entrepreneur visited Kioskafe,
left with a bitcoin wallet, and opened the first bitcoin-accepting business in
Oruro [3].

Business impact: The new detail is geographic spread into a new city, not
just a higher national merchant count.
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South Africa — BitcoinFriendlySA seeks more sats-priced inventory

BitcoinFriendlySA says it is looking to connect with South African small busi-
nesses that sell products for sats and explore listing those products on its shop
[4].

Business impact: This points to a shared retail channel for merchants already
pricing goods in sats, not just another single-merchant checkout announcement.

Payment Infrastructure
Global — Lightning Enable links bank rails, bitcoin, and API com-
merce

Lightning Enable says it provides Lightning payment infrastructure for online or-
dering, APIs, and programmatic commerce, and that it uses Strike and OpenN-
ode for a bank → bitcoin → API → USD flow [5]. It also says both providers
are now API-driven with similar integration lift [5].

Significance: The cited model pushes Bitcoin payments beyond wallet-to-
wallet use and into backend commerce flows.

Global — L402 is being positioned as native pay-per-request infras-
tructure

Lightning Enable says both L402 and x402 use HTTP 402, but argues L402
differs because settlement is native, final, and does not depend on an issuer or
intermediary [6, 7, 8]. It says L402 optimizes for cost, latency, and permissionless
access, and fits agents that need to pay immediately and get results without
permissions [9, 10]. The same thread describes a model with no accounts, no
keys, and no billing systems, enabling per-request markets and real-time pricing
[11, 12, 13].

“Pay → access. No accounts.” [6]

Significance: In the current notes, this is the clearest technical attempt to
move Bitcoin payments from merchant checkout into paid APIs and agent-to-
agent commerce.

Regulatory Landscape
Africa

No payment-specific legal or regulatory changes were cited in the current African
notes.

Latin America

No payment-specific legal or regulatory changes were cited in the current Latin
American notes.

2



Global

The global discussion in this batch is technical and commercial rather than
regulatory.

Usage Metrics
Hard transaction-volume data were not provided in the current notes. The
clearest quantified adoption figure is Bolivia’s celebration of its 100th place
accepting bitcoin [3].

Geographic breakdown

• Bolivia: The 100-location milestone is paired with a claim that Oruro
now has its first bitcoin-accepting business [3].

• South Africa: Qualitative signals come from Ray’s Coffee, Deli Nouvelle
Saison, and the BitcoinFriendlySA listing effort [1, 2, 4].

• Zambia: A named merchant signal comes from Watson Fruits in Living-
stone accepting Bitcoin Lightning [14].

• Nigeria: A named merchant signal comes from the Ekiti circular-economy
post and linked BTC Map merchant listing [15].

Emerging Markets
Bolivia / Dominican Republic — cross-border sats accompany mer-
chant activity

Bolivian posts say bitcoin circulation continues at @kerikitokafe through food
sales [16]. A related note says sats were sent from the Dominican Republic to
the entrepreneur as an incentive during a live session with @btcdominicana [16].

Why it matters: The source set pairs local merchant activity with a live
cross-border payment example.

Nigeria — Ekiti frames adoption as community circular spending

Bitcoin Ekiti describes evening patronage in sats as a way to build a real circular
economy [15]. The accompanying post urges the community to “Earn in sats.
Spend in sats. Support your own,” asks merchants whether they accept Bitcoin,
and points to a specific merchant listing with Successpr3@blink.sv on BTC
Map [15].

“Earn in sats. Spend in sats. Support your own.” [15]

Why it matters: The emphasis is not only on onboarding a merchant, but on
creating repeat local demand.
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Zambia — fresh produce remains a visible entry point for Lightning
payments

Watson Fruits in Livingstone shows Lightning acceptance at a fruit merchant,
with a publicly listed merchant profile [14].

Why it matters: Food and produce remain one of the clearest categories for
testing whether Bitcoin can function as routine spend.

Adoption Outlook
The balance of evidence this cycle favors small-merchant expansion and
payment-rail experimentation over large enterprise announcements. South
Africa contributes the broadest mix—two in-person merchants plus a sats-
focused shop initiative—while Bolivia remains the clearest market with a hard
count and a new city-level foothold [1, 2, 4, 3]. Zambia and Nigeria continue
to show Bitcoin positioned for everyday spend categories such as produce and
local patronage [14, 15].

On infrastructure, Lightning Enable’s L402 framing is the strongest sign that
payment builders want Bitcoin settlement to work inside APIs and automated
commerce, not only at retail checkout [5, 6, 10, 11]. The main limitation remains
measurement: outside Bolivia’s 100-location figure, the current notes provide
little transaction, volume, or merchant-performance reporting [3].
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