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This brief tracks a new Lightning-to-SEPA path for euro bank accounts, BTCPay merchant conversion tooling, and real-world Bitcoin payment use cases in Kenya, Argentina, and at the Zambia-Zimbabwe border. It also covers South Africa’s draft cross-border rules and notes the lack of new quantitative usage data in the source set.
Major Adoption News
Europe / SEPA area — Bringin connects Lightning receipts to existing euro bank accounts
Bringin Connect lets users link an existing EUR bank account, get a dedicated Lightning address for that account, and have sats arrive as euros in the bank account they already use [1]. The sender experiences a Lightning payment, while the receiving bank sees a standard SEPA transfer [1].
“From the sender’s POV: it’s just a Lightning payment from any wallet. From your bank’s POV: it’s just euros arriving like any other SEPA transfer.” [1]
Business impact: The source frames this as removing the exchange hop, the deposit/trade/withdraw cycle, and the need for extra apps or new banks [1]. That brings BTC-to-euro settlement closer to existing banking workflows.
Kenya — Tando positions Bitcoin as a travel payment rail
Tando is described as enabling Bitcoin payments for Kenya travel spending, including entry fees, guide tips, and safaris, with one post stating, “Come to Kenya. Live entirely on bitcoin.” [2, 3]
Business impact: The cited examples span multiple tourism expenses rather than a single merchant type, making this a broader service-sector payment signal.
Argentina — Airbtc promotes accommodation bookable with Bitcoin
Airbtc marketed a Recoleta, Buenos Aires studio with a direct booking link for Bitcoin payment [4].
Business impact: Lodging is a core travel expense, so a direct Bitcoin booking path expands practical spend options in the travel sector.
Booking: Recoleta Sunny Studio [4]
Payment Infrastructure
Europe / BTCPay merchants — Bringin adds BTC-to-EUR conversion tooling
For merchants using BTCPay Server, Bringin offers a plugin that lets them partly convert BTC to EUR without manually going through an exchange [5].
Significance: This addresses a common operating need for merchants who accept Bitcoin but still need euro liquidity for expenses.
Plugin: Bringin BTCPay plugin [5]
Location not specified in the cited spans — NumoPay follow-up shows coordinated open-source execution
A recent discussion around NumoPay reiterated its tap-to-pay and offline NFC design, unified QR codes (BIP 321), and auto-withdrawal to a Lightning address [6]. Calle added that the launch required coordinated contributions across Rust libraries, mobile bindings, Kotlin app work, UI/UX, QA/testing, web design, social media, and podcasts [7].
Significance: Beyond the feature set, the update shows a multi-layer open-source effort behind merchant-facing Bitcoin checkout tools.
Regulatory Landscape
South Africa — Draft rules target cross-border Bitcoin flows
South Africa advanced 2026 draft rules targeting cross-border flows [8]. MoneyBadgerPay and OzowPay view the move as a sign of regulatory maturity that could increase trust, attract institutional participation, and support wider Bitcoin adoption across Africa [8]. The same source notes concerns about higher compliance costs for startups and Bitcoin service providers [8].
Significance: In the cited framing, the policy signals clearer rails for Bitcoin liquidity and cross-border use, while raising cost questions for smaller operators [8].
Coverage: bitcoinnews.africa [8]
Other regions
No additional payment-related regulatory changes surfaced in the provided sources for this period.
Usage Metrics
No transaction volumes, merchant counts, or adoption statistics surfaced in the provided sources for this period.
Qualitative activity signals by region
· Europe / SEPA area: Lightning receipts can settle into existing EUR bank accounts through Bringin Connect [1]
· Kenya: Bitcoin is being promoted for travel spending across entry fees, guide tips, and safaris [2]
· Argentina: Accommodation booking is being marketed directly for Bitcoin payment [4]
· Zambia / Zimbabwe border: A remittance-style comparison framed Lightning as an alternative to cash, a money mule, and Western Union for moving value across the Victoria Falls border [9, 10]
These are directional adoption signals, not measured throughput.
Emerging Markets
Kenya — Tourism payments
Tando’s Kenya examples point to Bitcoin use across tourism services, from entry fees to guide tips and safaris [2, 3]. This matters because the cited examples cover multiple payment moments within one trip.
Zambia / Zimbabwe — Cross-border transfer narrative at Victoria Falls
A video framed at the Zambia-Zimbabwe border compares Bitcoin Lightning with cash, a “money mule,” and Western Union for moving value across the border [9, 10].
Significance: This is a cross-border payment and remittance use case rather than a standard merchant checkout flow.
Location not specified in the cited spans — Education rewards spent at a merchant
Bitcoin Diploma students spent the satoshis they earned for attending weekly classes to buy goods at a merchant, using Bolt Card and Blink.sv in the process [11].
Significance: The key signal is closed-loop usage: sats earned in one setting were later spent on goods in another.
Location not specified in the cited spans — Professional services settled in Bitcoin
Bitcoin Ekasi said all architect fees for its support-center project were paid in Bitcoin [12].
Significance: This extends the payment story beyond retail into contractor and professional-service settlement.
Adoption Outlook
This source set shows Bitcoin payment momentum in three layers. First, infrastructure is getting closer to existing financial rails: Bringin links Lightning payments to euro bank accounts and to BTCPay merchant workflows [1, 5]. Second, real-world spend examples continue to cluster in travel and cross-border contexts, with signals from Kenya, Argentina, and the Zambia-Zimbabwe border [2, 3, 4, 9, 10]. Third, South Africa contributed the clearest policy development, with draft rules presented as signaling integration rather than suppression, but not without compliance-cost concerns [8]. The main gap is still measurement: the provided sources broaden the map of use cases, but they do not provide transaction or merchant-scale data for assessing depth.
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