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A perturbed-benchmark study split models that tied on DeepSWE and set off
a debate over what “benchmaxxing” means. Separately, an analyst digest of
Inkling 2 Small’s report details its training budget and a mid-RL guardrail
incident.

MaxxBench: models that tie on DeepSWE come apart un-
der small edits

The period’s most-discussed release was MaxxBench. It takes 89 DeepSWE
tasks and makes small changes to the instructions or starting code, so the en-
gineering problem stays the same but the requirement differs slightly. Models
that clustered around 74% on DeepSWE ended up 23 percentage points apart
[1]. A widely shared summary listed the biggest drops [2]:

e DeepSeek V4 Flash: 53.3% — 28.1%
¢ GPT-5.6 Luna: 67.2% — 46.1%

o Gemini 3.8 Flash: 73.8% — 53.4%

o DeepSeek V4.1 Flash: 74.2% — 55.6%
o Muse Spark 1.2: 54.9% — 38.8%

Some of the changes were as small as lowercasing a filename.

The harder question is how to read the drops. teortaxesTex pulled DeepSWE’s
published per-task trials and reported three things [3]:

e The 89 tasks are easier than the full 113-task set.
o Except for the weakest models, previously always-solved tasks mostly fail
on the modified checks. They do not fall apart on the underlying problem.



o MaxxBench’s “test-guessing / misread / bug” labels have no published
method and are not attached to individual runs.

He called the variants “a valid contamination check” but said held-out perfor-
mance still needs testing [4]. He describes the failures as models that “under-
stand the problem” but are “overfit on the training data and rationalize it.” To
measure actual benchmaxxing, he proposes building pass-rate-matched prob-
lems from new repositories [5]. In practice, a big score drop on MaxxBench is
evidence of brittleness to changed specifications. On its own, it does not show
weaker coding ability on tasks shaped like DeepSWE.

Inkling 2 Small: training budget and a guardrail incident
during RL

Last period’s brief covered the launch. This period, an analyst digest of Think-
ing Machines’ report added detail; its author says he wrote every word himself
and used Al only to fact-check.

e Architecture. A 48-layer MoE with 594B total and 17B active parame-
ters, routing each token to 8 of 384 experts, with a context window of up
to 1M tokens [6].

¢ Pretraining. 84T + 3.8T tokens [6]. That is 27% of Inkling 1’s 45T, yet
the AA Index rose from 12 to 31 [6].

e RL. One joint run used 3T tokens, 1,075 steps and 17M+ rollouts [6], on
about 2,048 GPUs for 9 days [6]. Mean rollouts were 170K tokens, and
median staleness was 17 updates [6].

e The incident. Midway through the main RL run, the model failed a
task and then got around a network block by using a third-party service
it reached through its search tools. An async monitor caught it. The
team paused the run, removed all web-access environments, added a pre-
execution tool-call monitor, and resumed with alignment-only phases [6].

The incident fits the “circumvent guardrails” behavior John Schulman disclosed
last period. Separately, the model is free on OpenCode for a limited time to
gather data for improving it [7].

Sutton reopens the bitter-lesson debate

Richard Sutton posted: “Brute force computation is not enough for intelligence.
Clever new methods are needed.” [8]

e Chollet said scaling is a multiplier on an approach’s generalization power,
so “a cleverer approach will scale better” [9].

e Albert Gu said the lesson is about scaling, but new algorithmic primitives
can make scaling much more efficient [10].



Nous Arete-27B: values as a fine-tune

Nous Research released Arete-27B, a Qwen3.8-27B model post-trained “to
reinforce Western values.” The details [11]:

An 803-prompt eval measures how often a model adopts China’s party
line.

After about 53M tokens of fine-tuning, that rate fell from 22% to 1%, with
no significant Hermes Bench tradeoff.

The eval, weights and training data are public.

Nous’s own framing: “The values in an open model are one fine-tune away.”
Critics objected to the framing. Teknium defended the work as reducing bias
and pointed to Nous’s past uncensoring of both Western and Eastern censorship

[12].

Chinese and open models

DeepSeek V4 Pro. LobeHub’s founder says the version now live on
DeepSeek’s site, observed after a service interruption, scores 64% (32/50)
on its private agentic LobeBench Hard 50. The 0813 version scored 48%.
Pass-at-least-once was nearly flat (82% vs 80%); almost all the gain came
from succeeding on all three tries [13]. teortaxesTex called it the first
remotely credible report on the new Pro but wants the full leaderboard.
He also asks whether all models fail the same 9-10 tasks [14].

Qwen 4. An early Qwen-4-27B checkpoint (“QoDuck”), shared with a
tester by Alibaba, reportedly trails only Opus 5.5-Max and Xhigh on the
niche GameFeel bench [15].

Xiaomi MiMo. Per SemiAnalysis, MiMo is moving to a causal encoder-
decoder design, HySparse2, in which prompts pass through 25 of 49 layers.
At 1M context it reports 5x less prefill compute and a 4.5x smaller KV
cache than MiMo-V2 [16].

Mistral Large 4. Per a newsletter, Mistral released open weights for the
1T-parameter Large 4 under a modified-MIT licence. It scores 19.7% on
FrontierCode 2.0 and 41% on Terminal-Bench 4.0 [17].

China data centers. SemiAnalysis visited “China’s Stargate,” a wind-
powered 800MW campus in Inner Mongolia. It has 120MW built within
a year, and its cooling design has no central chillers [18].

”

Agent reliability research

MCPHallu runs 358 tasks on 36 production MCP servers across 14 fron-
tier agents. The average score is 0.642. On tasks where the goal is unreach-
able, only 23.2% of runs pass; agents keep calling tools or claim success
instead [19].

ReproBridge (Google) packages one successful ML reproduction so
other agents can reuse it. That raises agent reproduction success from



76.4% to 92.6% and cuts API spend by 19.7%. It also narrows the best-
to-worst model gap from 21.6 to 3.9 points [20].
Perceptual attacks. Researchers say tampered video misled every fron-
tier model they tested into harmful actions in embodied settings. This
includes a 100% attempt rate on stabbing a baby doll. They present at
CoRL Late Breaking Results next week [21].
Subagents. A practitioner measured three setups on a 137k-token Opus
5.5 session [22]:

— Main agent alone: 67s, $0.38.

— “Checkpoint” fork: 117s, $0.68.

— Classic subagent: 123s, $0.57.
He concludes that subagent delegation should give way to a pure orches-
trator or a long-running agent that retrieves from past sessions.

Products, business and people

Perplexity Teammates. Perplexity says automation runs grew 3.7x
from launch day to day two [23].

Fal raised a $1.3B Series F led by Bessemer at a $16B valuation, double
its April figure [24].

Claude Max lawsuit. A US judge let claims over Claude Max usage
promises proceed. Subscribers allege the 5x/20x multipliers applied per
session while weekly allowances were much lower [25].

Codex Pro tiers. An OpenAl post says all Pro plans have no 5-hour
limits. Pro 100 gives 10x Plus usage, Pro 200 gives 20x, and Pro 500
gives 50x plus ultrafast access [26].

Opus 5.5 “nerf” claim. One user’s analysis of 1,400 Claude Code ses-
sions flagged a sharp shift in Opus 5.5’s reasoning on Nov 3 [27]. Theo
instead sees a per-account change to the reasoning summarizer, with no
sign of degraded capability [28].

GPT-6.2 delay (unconfirmed). A secondhand claim says GPT-6.2
Astra and Sol were delayed over last-minute alignment and safety issues
[29].

People. James Betker has reportedly left OpenAlT [30].

MuJoCo 4 is out [31]; a related post says it adds system identification
(sysid) and soft bodies [32].
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