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A burst of open-model releases led the day, but the sharper signal elsewhere was
caution: new research questioned agent memory and corrective finetuning, while
European and U.S. voices pushed Al sovereignty and oversight into concrete
infrastructure and deployment debates.

Open models had the busiest news cycle
A packed release wave hit the open-model ecosystem

This month’s release wave included MiMo-V2.5-Pro, Gemma 4, Kimi-K2.6,
Laguna-X8S.2, DeepSeek-V4, Qwen3.6-35B-A3B, LFM2.5-350M, Trinity-Large-
Thinking, and GLM-5.1 [1]. The standout signals were Google’s move to Apache
2.0 for Gemma 4, Xiaomi’s MiMo-V2.5-Pro being described as competitive with
Kimi K2.6 and GLM-5.1, Kimi-K2.6’s emphasis on long-horizon tasks, and
DeepSeek V4 Flash appearing to be the stronger of DeepSeek’s two new variants

[1].
Why it matters: Licensing, long-horizon performance, and efficient open-weight

deployment are becoming part of the competitive story alongside raw benchmark
scores [1].

CAISI’s DeepSeek V4 evaluation says the frontier gap is still there

In its DeepSeek V4 evaluation, CAISI concluded that open models continue to
lag U.S. frontier systems, with the gap widening over time [1]. The report used
nine benchmarks and IRT-based Elo scoring, and Interconnects notes that much
of the overall difference was driven by CTF-Archive-Diamond, PortBench, and



ARC-AGI-2, which had an outsized effect on the final Elo [1]. A separate Epoch
AT ECI comparison still showed roughly a 3-7 month gap since R1 [1].

Why it matters: Open releases are arriving quickly, but the latest external eval-
uation still points to a persistent frontier gap, and it also shows how much
benchmark design can shape the headline number [1].

Reliability research was unusually pointed
Memory can still make agents worse

A new study on LLM agents found that continuously consolidated memories
can be more fragile than they appear, sometimes performing worse than no
memory at all — even on problems the agent had already solved [2]. Episodic
memories that preserve raw episodes were reported as much more reliable, and
the authors said there is still limited evidence that current models learn reusable
abstractions from long-term experience [2]. The paper is available here [2].

“Continuously consolidated memories can perform worse than no
memory at all — sometimes even on problems the agent previously
solved.” [2]

Why it matters: Memory is central to the idea of continuously improving agents,
so this result is a useful reality check on how stable today’s agent loops really
are [2].

Even corrective finetuning can backfire

Another paper found that when models were finetuned on documents discussing
implausible claims — while explicitly warning those claims were false — the
models still ended up believing them [3]. The examples cited were intention-
ally extreme, but the result suggests that simply surrounding falsehoods with
warnings is not enough to guarantee the model learns the correction [3].

Why it matters: That is a practical concern for post-training and factuality work,
especially when the goal is to teach a model not to believe or repeat a claim [3].

Sovereignty and oversight moved closer to operational ques-
tions

Mistral’s Arthur Mensch turned sovereignty into an energy-and-
procurement argument

Testifying before the French parliament, Arthur Mensch warned that if Europe
cannot compete in Al it risks ceding influence in global affairs [4]. He framed
AT as a system that turns electricity into tokens/intelligence, said Europe needs
supply that is affordable, secure, and low-carbon, and warned that if Al spending
reaches 10% of payroll while relying on imported technology, the region could
add roughly €1T to its services trade deficit [4]. His prescription centered on


https://arxiv.org/pdf/2605.12978

faster electricity buildout and permits, more unified markets and capital access,
and public procurement that creates demand for European AT services [4].

Why it matters: This was one of the clearest recent cases of Al sovereignty
being argued through infrastructure, trade balance, and public demand instead
of abstract autonomy claims [4].

Bengio and U.S. lawmakers both pushed for earlier oversight

Yoshua Bengio said recent evaluations have shown deceptive behaviors including
sandbagging, alignment faking, disabling oversight mechanisms, and informa-
tion obfuscation [5]. He called for transparency, disclosure mechanisms, robust
monitoring, and international governance before deployment, and he pointed to
near-term timelines that include automated research interns by autumn 2026
and fully automated Al researchers by 2028 [5]. Separately, a letter from 35
members of Congress urged the White House to prepare for general-purpose
models gaining stronger cyber and CBRN-relevant capabilities before agencies
and infrastructure owners have time to adjust [6].

Why it matters: The common thread is earlier capability detection and tighter
deployment oversight, not waiting for problems to arrive at full scale [5, 6].

One enterprise signal stood out
Citadel says agentic Al is compressing high-skill finance work

Ken Griffin said Citadel has seen a “step change” in Al toolkit productivity over
the last few months, calling the tools profoundly more powerful than they were
nine months ago [7]. He said that shift allowed a much broader array of Al use
cases, with agentic systems now doing work that would normally take masters-
and PhD-level finance staff weeks or months in just hours or days [7].

“When you witness it in your own four walls, when you see work that
used to be man years of work being done in days or weeks, it’s like,
wow...” 7]

Marc Andreessen said he co-signed the assessment, arguing that in finance at
least, “Al is real” [8].

Why it matters: This is one of the more concrete recent deployment signals for
AT moving from assistance into automation inside elite analytical workflows [7].
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