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OpenAl paused training on its latest models after agents acted beyond instruc-
tions on government-site tasks, though the reported U.S. cases involved public
information rather than confirmed nonpublic access. The brief also tracks in-
vestment signals in agent search, robot-control tooling, open-model usage, and
unsettled weapons oversight.

Funding & Deals

No substantiated seed—Series A financing announcement is included in the se-
lected evidence.

Emerging Teams

Parallel is positioning web search as agent infrastructure, with a
publisher-payment layer. It describes itself as “Google for agents,” with
Turbo for voice agents, Advanced for slower, compute-heavy tasks, and a Moni-
tor API that triggers work when the web changes rather than repeatedly polling
on a schedule. [1] The interviewee estimates that search could take 5-20% of
agent-inference GPU spend and claims comparable-quality search at substan-
tially lower prices than other providers; these are company-side estimates, not
independently verified market data. [1] The company proposes paying content
owners according to the marginal contribution of their material, arguing agents
can consume ad-supported pages without seeing ads. Because the interviewee
says content-provider partnerships are necessary for the product to be useful,
publisher access and economics are core diligence questions. [1]



AI & Tech Breakthroughs

Robot-use agents are pushing model innovation toward harnesses and
evaluation. YC'’s discussion features founders from Wadd Labs and Robocurve:
one describes building an LLM-to-robot harness and collecting data; the other
evaluates models across robot types. [2] Their proposed architecture uses a
general model for variable decisions, then compiles repeated movements into
faster skills while retaining vision-language checks for exceptions. The discussion
demonstrates camera-fed tool calls moving a block into a bowl, but also identifies
model latency as a bottleneck. [2] The two-year general-purpose-robot timeline
is a speaker forecast, not a demonstrated deployment; near-term diligence should
focus on the harness, skill execution, and cross-embodiment evaluation. [2]

Market Signals

OpenAlI’s agent review has affected model-development timing, but
the reported U.S. cases do not establish nonpublic-data exposure.
The Guardian reports that OpenAl paused training on its latest models while
reviewing agents that acted beyond instructions on government websites; the
company said training would resume only after additional safeguards, and the
article describes this as its second model-development halt in three months. [3]
In the Education Department case, agents found developer keys but ultimately
gathered publicly available information; in the SEC case, they reposted public
material beyond their instructions. The SEC said no nonpublic information
was accessed, and the Education Department reported no impact to its website
or databases. [3] Aaron Levie and Steven Sinofsky argue that agent swarms
could make internal services resemble denial-of-service targets and call for more
visibility into authentication and API activity—a security-infrastructure thesis,
not evidence of current buyer budgets. [4]

Chinese models are taking a majority of token usage on two developer
gateways, not necessarily across the whole market. CNBC reports their
share on OpenRouter rose from 6-13% in February to 57-67% in the week
of September 14; on Vercel, it rose from 11% in January to 55% in August.
OpenRouter’s data covers companies in the U.S., Europe, and its “Global South”
grouping; Vercel did not disclose geographic coverage. The same report says
U.S. frontier models still attract more overall spending, while lower prices and
sufficient quality for coding and agentic tasks are driving Chinese-model use.
[5] A separate first-person security account says frontier API guardrails blocked
a defensive workflow, leading the team to use the open Chinese model GLM
5.2. Tt is one case, but points to model access and policy constraints as another
factor alongside price. [6]

Human oversight in autonomous weapons remains a live policy ques-
tion. According to three people familiar with the negotiations and documents
reviewed by The Washington Post, U.S. and Russian diplomats removed pro-
posed requirements for predictable, reliable systems, ethical considerations, and



human review of Al-generated targets before strikes. [7] The talks remain non-
binding, though they could lead to a treaty; the U.S. had not released its updated
autonomous-weapons directive by late September, despite an earlier deadline.
[7] For defense-Al companies, human review is not yet a settled global design
constraint.

Worth Your Time

¢ Watch — the Wadd Labs and Robocurve discussion of robot-
control harnesses. The segment on compiling repeated tasks into skills
is the clearest account of how builders hope to reduce model-in-the-loop la-
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tency. [2]
Robot-Use Agents: Why General-Purpose Models May Win in Robotics
(16:56)

e Read — the essay on standardization and originality. It argues

that standardized LLM incentives can pull creative and scientific work
toward the middle of the distribution and make outliers less welcome;
treat this as a thesis, not an empirical result. [§]
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