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Four rural Kenya merchants surfaced on BTCMap, while a salon and print
shop added new service-sector sats payments. The same batch also highlighted
M-Pesa-to-Lightning-wallet onramps as enabling infrastructure, with no new
regulatory changes or payment-volume data cited.

Major Adoption News
Rural Kenya

Bitcoin Chama documented four rural Kenya merchants accepting Bitcoin over
Lightning and listed on BTCMap:

• bosibori@blink.sv [1]
• meshack100@blink.sv [2]
• Kemunto@blink.sv [3]
• rachael@8333.mobi [4]

The posts framed these locations as Bitcoin being used as everyday money in
rural Kenya [1, 2, 3, 4].

Business impact: Four discoverable merchant endpoints in one rural cluster is
a concrete expansion of where Lightning can be spent, and the BTCMap listings
make those spend locations easier to find [1, 2, 3, 4].

Location not specified in the supplied material

Two additional service businesses were shown taking sats:
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• Bliss hair salon accepted a sats payment for a haircut via a Bitbi-
asharakids member’s phone and was linked to a BTCMap merchant page
[5]

• Cyberpalace accepted a Lightning payment for printing My First Bit-
coin’s “bitcoin for juniors” course for the ongoing Bitbiasharakids program
and was linked to a BTCMap merchant page [6]

Business impact: These examples broaden the payment mix into personal
care and printing, and they tie Bitcoin payments to education-related activity
rather than only point-of-sale demos [5, 6].

Payment Infrastructure
M-Pesa-linked access rails — location not specified in the supplied
material

Bitika described itself as a non-custodial conversion path from M-Pesa to Bitcoin
Lightning wallets, saying it is “not a wallet” and does not hold user funds [7, 8].

“Think of bitika as a pipe thru which fiat flows and converts to
bitcoin� ” [7]

A separate local post named bitika_KE and minmo_to as onramps that do
not hold user funds and were described as cheaper than other methods [8].

Significance: The merchant examples in this batch are more usable when buy-
ers can move directly from mobile money into Lightning-compatible wallets. The
sourced material positions these services as access infrastructure for spending,
not as custodial wallet products [7, 8].

Regulatory Landscape
Africa

No legal, tax, licensing, or enforcement changes affecting Bitcoin payments were
cited in this batch. The supplied material was concentrated on merchant on-
boarding and payment-access tooling.

Usage Metrics
The supplied material did not include transaction volumes, active-user totals,
or payment throughput data. The clearest measurable signals were:

• Rural Kenya: four individual Lightning merchant listings surfaced in
one batch [1, 2, 3, 4]

• Service-sector acceptance: two additional merchant payment examples
were documented, one salon and one print shop [5, 6]

• Onramp choice: one local post named two non-custodial onramp ser-
vices, Bitika and minmo_to [8]
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Taken together, the batch documents at least six merchant or service-payment
acceptance examples, with BTCMap links attached to the cited merchant posts
[1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 5].

Emerging Markets
Rural Kenya

The most geographically explicit adoption signal in this batch came from ru-
ral Kenya, where multiple Lightning merchants were documented publicly and
mapped for discovery [1, 2, 3, 4]. This matters because the reported use case is
ordinary spending rather than a one-off institutional integration [1, 2, 3, 4].

Education-linked services — location not specified in the supplied
material

The haircut payment tied to Bitbiasharakids and the print order for a “bitcoin
for juniors” course show Bitcoin payments appearing around youth-oriented
educational activity as well as basic services [5, 6].

Mobile-money conversion — location not specified in the supplied
material

The Bitika flow shows payment access being built around an existing mobile-
money rail: M-Pesa in, Bitcoin wallet out, without the service holding funds [7,
8]. The structure described by the source links Bitcoin payment access to user
wallets rather than to a custodial balance held inside the onramp [7, 8].

Adoption Outlook
This batch points to steady, small-scale growth in Bitcoin payments rather than
a single large integration. The strongest signals were four mapped Lightning
merchants in rural Kenya, two additional service-payment examples, and an M-
Pesa-linked onramp model designed to move users into their own Bitcoin wallets
without holding funds [1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 6, 5].

The main gaps in the supplied material remain measurement and regulation.
No transaction totals or user counts were provided, and no formal policy changes
were cited. Within those limits, the evidence shows Bitcoin being used for rural
merchant payments, personal services, and education-linked transactions, with
mobile-money-to-Lightning access emerging as an enabling rail [1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8,
6, 5].

Sources

1. X post by @Bitcoinchama
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2. X post by @Bitcoinchama
3. X post by @Bitcoinchama
4. X post by @Bitcoinchama
5. X post by @BitBiashara
6. X post by @BitBiashara
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8. X post by @Btc_Stoic_
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