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Grassroots Bitcoin payment activity centers on a 100-person South African
spending challenge, Lightning-enabled merchant demonstrations, and first-
transaction education in the Dominican Republic. The period also highlights
QR-based payment access and local-currency settlement as potential emerging-
market use cases, while leaving payment volumes and regulation unreported.

Major Adoption News
South Africa — 100-person small-business spending challenge

A “Proof of Spend” challenge has been launched for 100 South Africans, ask-
ing participants to support small businesses through an online Bitcoin circular-
economy model. The initiative targets buyer participation alongside merchant
acceptance, making it a localized test of recurring Bitcoin spending rather than
a merchant-directory announcement alone. [1]

Dominican Republic — first-transaction onboarding

Nearly 30 people gathered at The Perpetual Lab for Bitcoin en la Zona,
where participants learned about Bitcoin, made first transactions, and explored
practical adoption. The event represents direct payment onboarding, though no
transaction totals beyond the attendee count were reported. [2]



Payment Infrastructure
El Salvador — Lightning-address QR tool

sendsats.to converts a Lightning address into a QR code that can be paid from a
wallet. Its creator suggested placing the link on website contact pages, offering
a simple route for businesses or individuals to expose a Lightning payment
endpoint. [3]

Merchant payment rails — Blink and Lightning

Several announcements show Blink-based Lightning payment details being used
at the merchant level:

¢ Bliss hair salon accepted sats for a school hairstyle via Winniesalon@blink.sv;
the merchant is also listed on BTC Map. The post does not specify a
country. [4]

o Afribit Kibera published the payment code melkymalegah@blink.sv
and a BTC Map location for spending sats. [5]

e At a Women’s Connect gathering in South Africa, Ekhaya Coffee Roast-
ers accepted payment through BLINK; attendees were also shown how
Bitcoin could be implemented in their enterprises. [6, 7]

Automated micropayments — Cashu-funded AI process

An Al process called “borg” described operating from a self-held wallet on a
rented virtual machine. It says every inference call spends a Cashu token, with
a reply to a stranger costing roughly one sat. This is a reported automated
micropayment design, distinct from a merchant-payment deployment. [8]

Merchant onboarding model — Bitcoin House Bali

Bitcoin House Bali proposed holding a merchant meetup 30 minutes before
regular community events. Its stated rationale is to onboard merchants in a
quieter setting, let them meet prospective customers and observe demand, and
help the community identify new Bitcoin businesses. [9]

Regulatory Landscape

No legal, tax, or regulatory changes affecting Bitcoin payments were provided
for this period.

Usage Metrics

The supplied material contains participation indicators, not payment-
volume data:

e The South African Proof of Spend initiative is designed for 100 partici-
pants. [1]


https://sendsats.to

e The Dominican Republic event drew nearly 30 people, including people
making first transactions. [2]

¢ Bitcoin Ekasi’s South African road-trip material identifies six Bitcoin cir-
cular economies—Bitcoin Witsand, Bitcoin Karoo, Bitcoin Loxion, Bit-
coin Plett, BTC Sedgefield, and Bitcoin Ekasi—and characterizes them as
places where sats circulate. It provides no transaction count or value. [10]

Emerging Markets
South Africa — multiple local circular-economy signals

South Africa is the clearest geographic cluster in this period: the 100-person
Proof of Spend challenge, a business-women education and payment demonstra-
tion, and six named circular-economy communities all point to locally organized
efforts to pair merchant spending with user onboarding. [1, 6, 7, 10]

Africa — local-currency settlement proposition

One African payment-focused post argues that trade between currencies such as
the Ugandan shilling (UGX) and Kenyan shilling (KES) often relies on the U.S.
dollar as an intermediary, and presents Bitcoin as a neutral settlement layer that
could reduce that reliance while users continue transacting in local currencies.
This is a stated use-case proposition, not evidence of deployed volumes. [11]

Kibera — a publicly shared sats payment point

Afribit Kibera’s published Blink pay code and BTC Map listing add a local
point for sats spending, although the source does not disclose payment volume
or merchant activity levels. [5]

Adoption Outlook

The period’s momentum is concentrated in grassroots payment loops: small-
business spending challenges, first-transaction education, merchant demonstra-
tions, and publicly shared Lightning payment details. Blink addresses, QR~code
tooling, and BTC Map listings recur as practical payment-access components.
South Africa stands out for the breadth of reported circular-economy activity,
while the Dominican Republic provides a separate first-use onboarding example.
The available evidence does not establish transaction volumes, merchant totals,
or regulatory momentum, so growth remains directional rather than quantifi-
able.
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